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Challenges in managing the globalization of migration; new

Chinese migrants in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai
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Abstract

South-South Migration in globalization: Social Escalating and Geoarbitrage among

Chinese Migrants in Chiangmai and Chiang Rai, Thailand

Keywords: New Chinese Migrant, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Mobile workers, community

formation

Current migratory flows from China are increasing worldwide, particularly, throughout
BRI routes. Migrants from China, south country, to other south countries represent a global
transforming political economy in many dimensions. This article aims to illustrate the settlement
perspectives on transborder mobility among new Chinese migrants in Chiang Mai, Thailand. The
finding draws on research results from mix-method tools; collecting questionnaires, conducting
in-depth interviews and observing. The research finds two specific characters of new Chinese in
Chiang Mai. The first group immigrates in pursuit of social escalating and economic attractive.
Most new Chinese sojourners in Chiangmai are categorized in this set such as language teacher,
interpreter, semi to high-skilled worker and investor. The second group is to be called geoarbitrage
or those who gain advantages from the lower cost of living in a smaller town like Chiang Mai.
Their status is retirement, digital workforce and freelancer who earn their income abroad. Another
type of geoarbitrage is parents who accommodate their international school’s students. Both
groups of Chinese migrants decide Chiang Mai as their destination from geography proximity,
cultural linkage, social perception, and low cost of living. These rationales and behaviors affirm
the differences of South-North and South-South migration that the latter pattern is more associated

with social factors than economic factors.

The escalating number of New Chinese migrant in Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai obviously
impact local community in various aspects, economic and social impacts. In terms of positive
economic impacts, the emerging of new Chinese firstly boost local economy from their
consumptions. Second, Chinese investors import new technology machines and, in the meantime,
expand market share in China. Negative impacts are mentioned from local people as new migrants

somehow compete with local workforces in some job positions and business sectors. Their benefits



in approaching Chinese markets are, in controversial, gain advantages over Thai entrepreneurs.
Furthermore, their presences stipulate the uprising cost of living in those provinces. Social and
cultural impacts can be introduced in two phrases. Currently, the mixture of diverse cultures from
various countries in Chiang Mai create international environment in the city. However, the
increasing of geoarbitage people might cause the change in social structure in long term. With
higher income, the newcomers might take more proportions in public goods such as hospitals,
public transportations, education and so on. The inequality among nationalities might finally cause
social conflict between different ethnics. The concise government measures in protecting residents
and local entrepreneurs are the significant mechanism such as regulations on joint investing, re-

legislating revenue from foreigners to compensate public goods’ consumptions.




